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PERTH CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL — AISHWARYA ASWATH 

Statement by Minister for Health 

MR R.H. COOK (Kwinana — Minister for Health) [2.02 pm]: I rise to update the house on the state government’s 
response to the tragic death of Aishwarya Aswath. As has been widely reported, I have asked the Department of 
Health to initiate an independent inquiry on all the functions and operations of the Perth Children’s Hospital 
emergency department concerning the care of Aishwarya Aswath. The inquiry will be undertaken by the Australian 
Commission on Safety and Quality in Health Care, an entity established under the commonwealth government to 
lead and coordinate national improvements in the safety and quality of health care. 

The inquiry will focus on the specific factors that contributed to Aishwarya’s death in the PCH ED on 3 April 2021 
and, more generally, the approach to clinical governance, risk and adverse incidents at PCH. The inquiry team, as 
appointed by the ACSQHC, will include medical and nursing leads with tertiary hospital experience of paediatric 
emergency medicine and members with experience in clinical governance, safety investigations with regard to human 
factors and medical administration. A representative will also be nominated by the Aswath family. As requested 
by the ACSQHC, a WA-based clinician will be appointed to the panel to assist with the Western Australian context. 
This will be a clinician who has not been involved in this investigation to date. A report of the inquiry detailing the 
findings, conclusions and recommendations will be completed within approximately 10 weeks of the commencement 
of the inquiry. The report will be provided to the Aswath family, the Child and Adolescent Health Service board 
and chief executive, and the director general, who may all provide comments on the report. The report will then 
be submitted to me for consideration and for tabling in each house of Parliament. 

Although no inquiry will reduce the loss suffered by Aishwarya’s family, nor the distress of staff involved, it is 
important that we let this process run its course to better understand how Aishwarya’s experience and that of her 
parents could be avoided. Our ultimate goal must be to learn from this tragic case, to not only honour the memory 
of Aishwarya, but also restore public confidence in our flagship children’s hospital. I know many staff are hurting 
over this incident, and we will continue to support them to deliver high-quality care to WA’s children and their 
families. Now is not the time to pass judgement; we should be calm, sensitive and respectful to all those involved 
and let this independent inquiry progress. 

I table the terms of reference. 

[See paper 253.] 
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